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Nums. 36. To be continued Weekly. Pr. 2d. 





SATURDAY, June rd, 1754. 








Gray’s-Inn, Fune 1, 1754. 


Bone fub regno Cynare. Hor. 


Tue following Letter comes from a Correfpondent from whom 
I fhall be glad to hear as often as his Leifure will permit him, 


To CHARLES Rancer Ej. 


SEF ou A HAVE lately met with fome Papers 
VY9 of your Writing, in which with a nice 
Aug and delicate Tra:t de Satire, you touch the 
y w2 Foibles of the Fair, and at the fame Time 
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Nees) S997 that you endeavour to retrench their doops 

Gy) CESS and other Follies, you win their Efteem 

bag the i by the Politenefs of your Stile. I was the 
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other Evening prefent in a large Com- 


pany at Tea, when the Gray’s lam Fournal became the Subjeét 
of our Converfation ; I inftantly took out of my Pocket your 


Exercife of the Lips, which I read out to the Ladies, ‘* Well 
to 
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“* to be ffre, fays one, he muft be a charming Man—Lord 
** T have feen him, Ma’am, fays another, at Drury Lane Play- 
“* houfe in the Winter—He was often at Drury Lane Play-houfe 
‘*¢ —Lord! I’m in love with his Paper up to the very Lips, fays 
** a third—Where does the Creature get al! this Stuff that he 
“* calls True Intelligence, exclaimed a fourth? For my Part, I 
‘¢ vow and proteft I don’t believe there’s a Syllable of Truth 
‘* init.” During this Interchange of Sentiments, I perceived 
that the Attention of the Ladies was principally attached to 
the Movement of the Lips, and everand anon I could fee them, 
as it were by Stealth, practifing different Parts of that beau- 
tiful Exercife,; whereupon I moved that they fhould all go 
through it regularly. The Ladies agreed, and I gave the Word 
of Command. It was really diverting, Mr. Rezger, to fee the 
Effect this Operation had upon their really pretty Mouths, for 
pretty Mouths, I think, they all had, except one of them, whom I 
had a Kind of malicious Pleafure in obferving, as fhe feemed to be 
a Compofition of Envy and Il-nature; of a quarrelfome Difpofi- 
tion, and fhe was every Inftant taxing the Reft of the Company 
with having reported fuch and fuch Stories ; fo that,were it in her 
Power, the whole Converfation, by Means of this young Lady, 
would have been taken up in defending and proving, and all 
about mere Trifles, which, it was of ‘no Manner of Importance 
whether they were true or not. I could not help remarking, and 
I believe Mr. Ranger you will concur with me in the Reflection, 
that it would be much more ornamental in this Lady to fet 
off her Countenance in the amiable Gaiety of Smiles, and to 
affure the Appearance of a placid and ferene Temper, inftead 
of being ruffled by tormenting Paffions, and {welling with An- 
ger, which, as foon as it fubfided, left her Mind and Face a Prey 
to the corrofive Thoughts of Refentment; and I could fee her 
affecting an Air of Careleffnefs, while at the Bottom it was vi- 
fible fhe was ill-at-Eafe. 

Ir was with great Difficulty I could manage to keep this un- 
ruly Mad-cap of a Girl within anv Bounds of common Civili- 
ty. The Fellows, fhe faid, were extremely affuming of late; for 
which the Ladies might blame themfelves for giving them fo 
much Encouragement; if they would but keep their own Ref- 
pect, the Creatures would know their Diftance, and they would 
not then vainly think themfelves Lords and Mafters of the 
Univerfe. From hence was opened anew Vein of Converfati- 
on, and the Queftion with us was, whether the Ladies when 
once they have a Man in their Power, fhouid not act the Ty- 
rant, and humble them to fucha Degree, as totally to extirpate 
all Seeds of that Self-fufficience, which they all feem to bear about 
them. 

AFTER 
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> 
Arrer a fufficient Number of the Company had delivered 
their Sentiments, I interpofed, that there was a Society for. the 
Difcovery of Truth at the Robin Hood and Little Fobn, near 
Temple Bar; there Limagined the Queftion might be difcufied 
with all the Graces of Eloquence, all the Strength of Argument, 
and all the Decency and good Manners, with which a Refearch 
after Truth fhould be managed. However, I could not help 
offering it as my Opinion, though I plainly perceived that the 
Majority was againft me, that a young Lady’s chief Honour is 
Sweetnefs of Temper. In my Apprehenfion, faid I, Good- 
Hiumour is the beft Feature both of the Mind and the Face, 
and the amiable Sex will certainly act confiftently with that 
Softnefs of Difpofition, which feems by Nature to have been 
affigned them, by giving vent to this Source of Cheerfulnefs, 
which will certainly anfwer many good and excellent Purpofes at 
once, It will contribute to preferve a Serenity in their own Tem- 
pers, will beam forth in gentle Irradiations through their Eyes, 
will preferve the Faces from untimely Wrinkles, prevent the 
Bloom from fading prematurely from the Cheek, and above all, 
it may often ferve to get a young Girl an Hufband, when 
fhe can put in but a fmall Claim for one on account of her 
Fortune. 

Here I was interrupted by a general Te-he, which was fol- 
lowed by biting the Lips, and the Practice of other Parts of that 
excellent Doctrine. When I was once entered upon the Sub- 
ject fo far, Mr. Ranger, I found it no Difficulty to proceed; I 
then informed the Ladies, that an infolent Beauty was in my 
Fyes an abfolute Piece of Deformity; that the Affectation, 
which too often prevails in the Sex of difplaying what they call 
their Power, was fuch an Extreme of Vanity and Folly, that I 
really thought the Perfons, that could be guilty of it, however 
comely they might be, deferved to have no Share in the Pro- 
pagation of Mankind. Upon this, the Fan was lifted to the 
Countenance, and after a Difcharge or two of that pretty, voluble 
Machine, I went on to inform the lovely Companv, that I had 
met with the Hiftory of two female Reigns; the firft was that 
of a female Tyrant, and the fecond of an amiable Queen, or 
Miftrefs, call her which you will, who hada larger Number of 
Subjects than the former, and yet reigned over them with fuch 
a Mildnefs and fuch a gentle Sway, that the Men were all pleaf- 
ed to acknowledge her for the Miftreis of their Hearts. As well 
as I could from Memory I then gave a tuccincé Account of 
thofe two Ladies, with which I fhal! beg leave io clofe this 
rambling Letter. 

MARI A afcended to the Throne of Beauty in the eizhtcenth 


Year 











# 


214 THE GRAY'’s INN JOURNAL. No. 36. 


Year of her Age; immediately upon her Acceffion, fhe diffolved 
her Parliament, turned out of her Privy-Council every Perfon of 
Genius, Senfe and Difcretion, and introduced in their Room 
a French Hair-cutter, five Milliners, a Staymaker, a Chamber- 
maid, and many other Perfonages of equal Rank and Conditi- 
on. By the Advice of thefe Affiftants fhe reigned with defpotic 
Sway. She heard the Complaints of her Slaves with great Com- 
placency, and without ever feeling the leaft Propenfity to a Re- 
drefs of their Grievances, which occafioned frequent Murmu- 
rings and violent Heart-burnings, and at length called forth a 
Shoal of Writers againft her Government, as generally happens 
in all political States when the fupreme Power is abufed. On 
this Occafion there appeared a Shoal of Sonnetteers, Libellers, 
and Epigrammatifls, who daily poured forth Treafon againft her 
Beauty, and pronounced her born to enflave Mankind. She 
had avery particular Pleafure in figning metaphorical Death- 
warrants for her Votaries ; and fhe looked upon the whole Race 
of Mankind formed meerly for her Ufe, to flatter her Vanity 
and to pay her Adoration. She exacted Tributes of Admiration 
at fuch an exorbitant Rate, that at laft an Hambden arofe, who 
difputed with her a Contribution of Incences which fhe infifted 
upon. This Proceeding opened the Eyes of the Reft of her 
Subjects, who all confpired to dethrone her in the twenty third 
Year of her Age; and then fell the Tyrant Maria, without 
one to lament her Fall, after a fhort Reign of five Years, in 
which fhe conquered with fo wild a Rage, as the Poet has it, 
that with the univerfal Joy fucceeded to her, the fair Elizabeth, 
whofe Reign commenced, like a mild Evening after the violent 
Scorching of a hot Summer’s Day. 

ELIZABETH endeavoured to render herfelf the Miftrefs 
of all willing Hearts, and valued herfelf more upon the Love of 
her Subjects than any idle Flattery fhe might extort from them. 
The Poet’s Defcription was perfectly adapted to her. 


Favours to none, to all fhe Smiles extends ; 
Oft fhe rejetts, but never once offends. 


Sue had no She-Friends in her Cabinet-Council, but guided 
herfelf entirely by the Directions of Prudence, Virtue, and good 
Senfe. An Efex, at length, infinuated himielf more particulaaly 
into her good Graces ; but fhe had fuch a cool Command over 
her Paffions, that fhe never difgraced him by a Blow, but in 


_the End took him as an Affociate into her Empire, which fhe, 


ina fhort Time, finally refigned, in order to enjoy the calmer 
Gratifications of a domeftic Life, where fhe now fhines with eve- 


ry 
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ry amiable Grace, while Toafs and other ambitious Beauties 
fatigue their Eyes and every other Feature to gain to themfelves 
a Number of Admirers among the oppofite Sex. J am, 
SIR, 
Your Reader and Admirer 


* # x 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, May 27, 
INCE my laft, I received a Letter figned P. F. concerning a fmall 
Difpute which has happened between that Writer and myfelf. ‘The 
Matter of debate between us is, in my Opinion, of very great Importance, 
and it very much concerns the learned World in General, that the Affair 
fhould be adjufted. It feems this Author, fome time fince, fent me an Epi- 
gram to be inferted in the Grays Inn ‘fournal, which [ comply’d with, after 
having taken the Liberty to alter a fingle Word, as I thought for the better, 
and having made a fuitable Apology for it ; in Confequence of this I receiv- 
eda Letter from my unknown Correfpondent in the Stile of an angry 
Boy, which was, I thought, fuch an Indecorum, that, as a_ public 
Writer, and a Corrector of the Foibles of.the Min’, I thought his 
Manner of treating me, and his too quick Propenfity to Anger de- 
ferved a due Degree of Reprehenfion. In anfwer to which, my 
Correfpondent has again thought proper to attack me, and he even 
carries Matters fo far, as to charge me with a Plagiarifm, though I 
had pointed the Paflage I had borrowed, with fuch Marks as denoted it 
not to be my own. He further tells me, that he is married, and that his 
Wife and Family have not a very comfortable time of it, when his Wit 
does not fucceed ; which is undoubtedly the occafion of his Anger to me ; he 
adds, that I have ufed him fomewhat rudely, and concludes with faying, 
“© Pray, Mr. Ranger, be kind enough in your next to kt me know, what 
Countryman you are.” For my part, Ido not conccive what light it will 
throw upon our Difpute to inform him of my Country ; I think a Point of 
Literature might be managed without giving vent to provincial or national 
Prejudices, and it avails little, whether the prefent Writer be a Corni/bman, 
a Kentifbman, a TVelchman, an Trifhbman or a Scotchman. As I do not 
like to gratify this Perfon in his Whims, I fhall for the Prefent, beg to be 
excufed, if 1 do not unfold my Birth and Parentage ; thus much I will hint, 
that if the Gentleman will fend his Wife to me, J will let her know what 
Countryman I am, 
Macklins, 27th May. 
In a Circle of Choice Spirits affembled here a few Nights fince, a Gen- 
tleman informed the Company, that he is preparing for the next Winter 
a Treatife to be entitled, aes Tad, or the Players Art of moving the Paf- 
fions. This Piece is to be written in Imitation of the Bao, and all the 
Actors now on the Stage will be diftinguifhed into proper Clafles, in like 
Manner, as the Writers are in the Effay on the Profound, fo that the Thea - 
tre, as well as the literary World, will be able to boaft its various Degrees 
of finking, as well as all other Profeffions, 
Thefe 
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Thefe will be all diftinguithed under the Names of the fame Animali 
made ufe of inthe humourous Production juft mentioned, and will be as fol- 
lows. 


1 The flying Fifbes; Thefe are the A&tors who now and then raife theis 


Fins in order to emerge into Light; but their Strength is too feeble and 
they foon relapfe into nothing. 


2. The Swallows are Actors eternally fluttering about, but their Agility 
ferves no other Purpofe than to catch an injudicious Clap. 


3. The Ofriches are fuch whofe Heavinefs rarely permits them to utter 
a Syllable with any Kind of Fancy or Tatte, and they are fitter to be 
fhown in Pantomime than a regular dramatic Piece. 


| 4. The Parrots are they that repeat an Author’s Words without Idea or 
Meaning, 


5. The Didappers are A&tors who lye on the Carpet with their Faces 
concealed for a long Time, and pop up now and then where it is leaft ex- 
pected. 


6. The Porpoifes are clumfy and uncouth; they put their Perfons into 
great Turmoil and ‘T’empeft, but whenever they are to appear in a graceful 
Character, they are only fhapelefs Monfters. 


7. The Frogs are fuch as are only fit for the fine Gentlemen in Come- 
dies purloined fromthe French, 


8. The Eels are Ators with a thoufand Faults, but they are fo flippery 
they elude the Examination of the Generality of Spectators. 


9. The Tortoifes are flow and chill, and like paftoral Lovers, delight 
much in romantic Love ; they have for the moft Part a gay Covering to.their 
Head, and underneath it a very heavy Lump. 


Thefe are the Characteriftics of our prefent Race of A€tors, and a Key 
will be given with the Work to direct the Reader how to rank each Actor 
under the proper Claffes, according as he affumes the various Shapes above- 
mentioned. 


Printed for W. F ADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 


J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 
former Numbers. 








